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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
2,30 pm. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.

STATE PENSIONS ACTS.
Amending Legisiation.

1. The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH asked
the Minister for Railways:

Does the Government intend to bring
down legislation during this session of
Parliament to amend the Superanhua-
tion and Family Beneflits Act, 1938-1957;
the Superannuation Act, 1871-1857, and
the Government Employees’ Pensions Act,
1948-1957?

The MINISTER replied:

Draft legislation has already been pre-
pared and is being considered by Cabinet.

Nos. 2 and 3. These questions were post-
poned.

ESPERANTO.
Inclusion in School Curriculum.

4. The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON asked
the Minister for Rallways:

Will the Minister give consideration
to including the auxiliary language—
Esperanto—as a subject for examination
in the Teachers’ College, with a view to
having Esperanto included in the school
curriculuin?

The MINISTER replied:

Esperanfo has made little headway in
gaining recognition as a world language,
and its inclusion in the already over-
crowded school curriculum could not be
justified.

No. 5. This question was postponed,

SUPPLY BILL (No. 1), £21,000,000.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban)

[2.35]: In speaking to the second reading
of this Bill I would like to commence my
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remarks by saying that the Minister for
Railways was able, in the space of 21
seconds, to spend a sum of £21,000,000.
That is the way it would appear. In an-
other place, expenditure of this nature is
sometimes made more quickly than it was
on the ¢ccasion of the Minister introdue-
ing the Bil] last night.

During the debates which occur in Par-
liament, the wusuwal practice is for
members io take the opportunity, on the
Address-in-reply, to deal with matters af-
fecting their electorates, and to bring be-
fore the notice of the Government ques-
tions which require attention. They gen-
erally traverse any subject they desire In
the course of making their speeches. Until
quite recently members did not avail them-
selves of the opportunity of treating the
Supply Bill in practically the same way as
the Address-in-reply; that is, to traverse
a number of subjects and deal with any-
thing they wished concerning their elec-
torates.

As I have said, members have {wo op-
portunities—one the Address-in-reply and
the other the Supply Bills—to address
themselves to these various subjects. We
do not receive the Estimates in this House.
Therefore, we are obliged to accept a short
speech from the Minister in charge of the
House, and I agree that in this case it was
very short,

The Supply Bill authorises the Governs-
ment of the day to have its housekeeping
money in connection with the affairs of
State. I sometimes think it would be far
better if we were able {o receive from the
Government of the day, or from the Min-
ister in charge of this House, some little
detail as to how this money Is going to be
expended. It would put us in the position
of not having to just accept, as we have
on this occasion, a short statement that
the Bill appropriates so much money.

Before I make some comments about the
Supply Bill, T want to take this opportun-
ity of extending my congratulaiions to Mr..
Hall. I did not do this on the Address-in-
reply because I did not think he was actu-
ally re-elected on the day I spoke. If he
were, I apologise to him. I desire to con-
gratulate him on being re-elected Chair-
man of Committees. In my opinion, Mr.
Hall has done an excellent job as Chair-
man, He has shown impartiality and,
in his deliberations he has been just to all
members. I am quite sure they will agree
they have had very fair treatment, and I
extend to you, Mr. Hall, through you Mr.
President, my very best wishes, and I hope
yvou will have another happy term in the
office you now occupy.

I wish also to extend my congratula-
tions to Mr, Abbey, on making his maiden
speech in this House yesterday afternoon.
I feel sure that, if he continues on as he
has started, he will become & valuable
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member of the House—as he should—
because he is a farmer and has the rural
pursuits of the State at heart. He, there-
fore, together with the other agriculturists
in this Chamber, will be ahle to contribute
much to many of our debates.

I will deal now with one or two matters
in connection with His Excellency's
Speech. I did not deal with these ques-
tions the other day, as on that occasion
I endeavoured to confine my remarks to
ohe or two particular subjects. I will
refer first to the visit of Her Majesty the
Queen Mother and express my apprecia-
tion of the fact that she came to Austra-
lia, and to Western Australia in particular.
I believe that visits from members of the
Royal Family from time to time do us a
great deal of good and help to retain
and strengthen the bond which exists
hetween us and the British Throne.

I desire next to say a few words of
commendation to the Government in
connection with the additions being made
to Parliament House, as I think it is an
.excellent move. Whilst there are some
people who will criticise the Government
for expending certain moneys on those
additions, I offer no criticism at all, but,
in fact, commend the Government for all
it is doing in that direction, Travelling
throughout the length and breadth of
Australia, one finds that practically every
other State in the Commonwealth has an
excellent, Parliament House building, and
I believe that this State should be
similarly equipped, with a much better
building than it has now, and one in
which members will have better accom-
modation. We all know that, when one
of us is visited by a constituent, there is
nowhere in these premises to take such
a person in order to have the interview.
I understand that the plans for the ex-
tensions provide for more members’ rooms
and facilities generally than are available
to us at the present time.

I believe that the complex situation in
which this State finds itself at the present
time must have ecaused concern to and
exercised the mind of every member in
this Chamber. I have often wondered
what can be the solution to many of our
problems. The suggestion made by Mr.
Wise the other day in regard to divorcing
Commonwealth-State relations from party
politics is one that I would like to see
implemented. It would be a happy solu-
tion to the flnancial problems of this
State if the Commonwealth Government
would simply come forward whenever
called upon, and give us more money, but
I feel that that is not a complete solution.
I believe that we, in Western Australia,
must try to do something to help our-
selves, in addition to asking the Common-
wealth Government for moere funds,
because, fundamentally, the reason why
we must approach the Commonwealth for
more money is that we cannot balance our
Budget.

[COUNCIL.]

Our railways deficit accounts for much
of the money on the wrong side of our
ledger. Many of us are wondering just
what we can do o improve the financial
situation of this State. The Government,
as has been reported in the Press a
number of times, has sent a trade mission
overseas; I wish it the best of luck, but
I must refer to the concessions that the
Government is offering to foreign capital
—British capital and American ecapital—
if it comes to this State. I am reminded
of the rather surprising staternent made
by the Minister for Railways the other
night, when he agreed with me that it
was the policy of the Government to
impose $taxes upon those who could well
afford to pay. I said to him that it seems
that the Government’s attitude is to tax
the company with a hig balance sheet
as far into the ground as it can—

The Minister for Rallways: I did not
say that at all. You were talking of
charges, not taxes.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Taxes and
charges; what is the difference? If there
is any misunderstanding of what the
Minister said or intended, I hbeg his
pardon—

The Minister for Railways: The mis-
understanding is all on your side.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I thought
the Minister agreed with the statement
I made, but at all events this brings me
to the point that if we are to invite to
this State companies with blg capital we
must consider what will be our attitude
to them when they are established here.
Are we first to say io them '‘Come to
Western Australia and we will give you
all the concessions for which you ask and
will help you with free land and every-
thing that we can possibly give you,” and
then, when they are established, adopt a
different attitude? I think we are entitled
to believe that when they are established
here and are making a profit the con-
cessions will no longer exist. We should
put our own house in order, besides trying
to get someone from outside to assist us
in our housekeeping.

The Hon. P. J. S. Wise: We should try
to keep some of our own housekeeping
money—

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not pro-
pose to engage in that crossfire again be-
cause, as the hon. member knows, 1 have
agreed with him on the point that that
should be the basis, Not only should we
keep some of our own housekeeping money,
but also we must get ourselves into a posi-
tion where we will probably want less of it
and therefore be able to ask for less of it
owing to our improved economic conditions.
When speaking to the debate on the
Address-in-reply, I mentioned that the
Government had entered into the field
of free enterprise to an alarming extent,
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and today I secured a long list of build-
ings on which the Government had been
engaged in recent times or which it is at
present constructing through the Public
Works Department.

To the best of my knowledge tenders
were not called for any of the buildings
constructed by the Government. No plans
were prepared outside the Public Works
Department and no work has been done
on those huildings outside that department.
The work, in the main, is being done on
a day labour basis and is being paid for
accordingly.

Surely we must strive for a return to a
more stable economic position than that in
which we find ourselves at present, bhe-
cause the numbers of unemployed are
increasing and they are continuing to
increase. In 1954, there were 220 un-
employed people in Western Australia;
in 1955, the unemployment position re-
mained stable because there were only
249 out of work; in 1956, the figure was
1,600; in 1957, it was 2,400; and, in 1958,
to the end of June, there were 3,005 people
unemployed.

I am sure that members will agree that
these figures show that the unemployment
position has become alarming and I sin-
cerely hope it will not become worse
because we cannot stand an economic situa-
tion of that nature; we cannet afford to
have a long list of unemployed. In any
case, such a state of affairs reacts badly
on the morale of the people and when the
morale of the people drops we all suffer
as a result. I am beginning to think—and
I say this with all due respect—that the
method for us to adopt in order to take
Western Australia out of the situation
it finds itself in at present, is for the
Government to realise that Western Aus-
tralia must return to a competitive state
rather than the state in which it finds
itself at present.

The building industry has been very
badly affected by this state of affairs. I
believe that if I stood here and talked in
this sirain all afternoon I would not find
myself in accord with Government mem-
bers because it is a question of policy; it
is a question of one person’s opinion as
against another’s.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: And you are
always on the losing side.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is a ques-
tion of what one person believes in, rather
than what the other person believes in.
It is a question of realising that one sec-
tion of the people is entitled to its views
in the same way as any other, and it is
with that tolerance in mind that I have
given some consideration to this matter.
I have put my point of view and I believe
that before we can regain a stable economy
we have to turn more to the people who
buili up this State rather than try to take

115

away from them the work and the labour
in order to feed it into Government enter-
prises as is being done ai present.

Whilst I know that fundamentally we
are a primary producing couniry, the
building industry represents one factor in
our economic state that counts a great
deal. When the building industry is at
a low ebb the whole of the economy of the
State drops to a low ebb. As the pros-
perity of the building industry rises and
falls, so the whole State is affected. I
venture to sugegest that if the Government
were o try to return to a state where it
was prepared to promote private industry
so that it could at least compete with the
ideas it has in mind, we might find that
we would effect a saving in our economy.
There would be a competitive spirit in the
community and we would regain some of
the status we have lost up to the present.

We all know that the situation is simply
this: The State must have money. There
are a few methods by which the State can
get money. I think the Rt. Hon. the Prime
Minister said there were three ways: It
can tax the people, float loans, or issue
paper money. Not one of those three is
very acceptable, but the fact remains that
the Government must have money to carry
on, and as the Government enterprises in
this State continue to lose money so0 the
Government finds itself in the position
that it has to impose—and keep on im-
posing—more charges and taxes in order
that the deficits can be met.

The Minister for Railways, Mr. Strick-
land, was good enough to supply me with
quite a deal of information relating to in-
creased Government charges and the taxes
that have been made over a period of
years. Alsa, very generously—it looks as
though it were an afterthought bhecause
the last three Hnes are written in ink and
not typed—he drew my attention to the
volume of Hansard which set out the in-
creases imposed by the McLarty-Watts
Government in previous years. It oc-
curred to me, when I read the three lines
in writing at the bottom, that there was
some feeling of guilt and we should try
to blame another Government for increas-
ing charges in the past, but I do not take
thaghs_tand when discussing a matter such
as this.

In addressing mysef to this ques-
tion, I am rather inclined to treat it as a
State problem and to say, “Very well, the
McLarty-Watts Government increased
Government charges, some other Govern-
ment before that increased charges, and
now this Government is increasing
charges”. But it all harks back te the
reason why these charges were increased.
It seems they were necessary and reason-
able in view of the implication, to be
raised later, of & whole list of increased
charges such as these I have in front of
me.
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This list is too long for me to weary the
House by reading the whole of it, It will
appear in Hansard and those members
who are interested will be able to read it
and sum up the situation for themselves.
This whole matter is one that I want to
treat on the basis of leaving party politics
right out of it and te express my own
humble opinion that something must be
done so that Western Australia my re-
turn to that state of affairs and to that
condition of mind where the people are
more aware of what is going on in their
midst than they appear to be,

The Press could do a lot to help us in
this matter. If the newspapers were to
give more space to the affairs and the work
of Parliament and if the people of our
State would accept greater responsibility
by reading about the affairs of Parliament
and understanding them, we mighi have
some chance of getting Western Australia
back into a more reasonable state.
As a serviceman I found there was an
inclination to fall into a lethargic state by
reason of being in uniform and being under
compulsion to do certain things; and we
found that the things that got our backs
up were those which affected our pay
books or put our leave in jeopardy.

The Australian public finds itself much
in that position. If some Government
wants to do something which is universally
unpopular with the community then there
is an uprising and the community objects.
If we were able to take more notice and give
greater attention to the day-to-day prob-
lems with which we are faced, I venture to
suggest we might not find ourselves in
the position that we do at the present
time.

In concluding these remarks I say this:
This is a respensibility which the Govern-
ment of the day must aceept. It must
do what it can to relieve the unemploy-
ment situation in this State. It must fake
stock of the financial arrangements. It
must go to Canberra if it can and attempt
to get some more egquitable distribution
of Commonwealth wealth for the State.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: If only we could
get the money that the Commonwealth is
wasting!

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH: If we could
get for schools, roads, water supplies and
many other things the money that so
many Governments waste over a long
period of time we would be bhetter off.
Probably this Government is no more
blameworthy than any other. The faet
is that we do pour down the drain through
the State enterprises money which we can
ill afford to so dispose of. When we find
the bottom of the barrel is bare we have
to give it another shake and impose an-
other tax which the people of our com-
munity will have to bear.

The whole process must have an end
somewhere. One cannot go on from year
to year asking the Government what wili

[COUNCIL.)

be the increases in taxes, and then find
that tpe cost of an article, for which
one paid one shilling many years ago, is
now very much greater than that amount,
Some of these increases have been from
as low as 15 per cent. to as high as 300
per cent., and there is only one section
of the community that can bear these
increases—the taxpayers.

'So I say that before this Government,
with the policy it is employing, goes any
further in allocating work to the Public
Works Department, it should entertain
private enterprise participation in public
works in respect of the long list of pro-
Jeets I have here—42 buildings. Instead
of cu_tting out private enterprise, it should
permit private enterprise to compete or
tender for the jobs.

The situation is simply resolving itself
around this point. The building industry
is lagging and when it lags we find un-
employment. The one important thing is
for the Government to lift the building
industry. This will be a good opportunity
for it to do so. When I use the term
"Government” I do not know what is go-
ing to happen in connection with the
buildings for the 1962 Empire Games which
will be held here.

The Minister for Railways: You do not
believe in socialism.
The Hon. A, P, GRIFFITH: I am not

talking about socialism. I was simply ap-
pealing to the Government to give private
enterprise in the community a fair share
of the work.

The Minister for Railways: We call
tenders for it every day. In every “Sun-
day Times” you will find the advertise-
ments.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: 1 do not
want to weary the House with this long
list but I ean supply the Minister with
particulars afterwards.

The Minister for Railways: I do not
know about the ones you are referring
to.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: These are
the ones I am speaking about.

The Minister for Railways: Tell us
about some of the iobs for which the
Government does call tenders.

The Hon. A. . GRIFFITH: These are
the large jobs using bricks, mortar, tim-
ber, steel and all the things that are used
in the building industry.

The Minister for Railways: What would
you do? Sack all the employees?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am not
suggesting that people should be sacked
and unempioyment created or that the
employees of the State Brickworks should
be sacked. If the works are allocated to
private enterprise those very same em-
ployees will be absorbed in employment.
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The Minister for Railways: Will private

enterprise employ them all?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Frequently
they will employ more, bhecause they can
carry out the task adequately and at com-
petitive cost. The fact remains that the
Government is not giving private enter-
prise an opportunity to do these things.
I do not want to labour this speech be-
cause I do not think I shall get very far.
It simply seems to be a policy of the
Government. All I ¢an do is to make a
suggestion that more opportunity to
participate in this work be spread round
the community rather than have it done
by the Government. In that way perhaps
we will have a hope of returning to a more
stable economy hecause at the moment
there is a very bad drift.

THE HON. L. A, LOGAN (Midland)
[3.5]: In speaking ¢o this measure one,
of course, comes to the conclusion that
there is no option but to support it. The
Government must have Supply to carry
on. There was one subject I infended to
refer to yesterday in the Address-in-reply
which, unfortunately I omitted, and that
is in regard to the application by the
State for a licence to export 1,000,000
tons of iron ore to Japan. 1 do so only
in regard to one aspect of this matter.
I stated yesterday that the aititude of
this Government towards certain people
within the State as compared with its
attitude to certain people without was
peculiar. The same thing applies to the
export of iron ore from Western Australia.

The Prime Minister, on his return from
the North, stayed at Meekatharra. An
opportunity presented itself to the Mayor
of Geraldton, together with the Town
Clerks and a councillor to go to Meeka-
tharra and inierview the Prime Minister
in an attempt to obtain his approval for
the export of 1,600,000 tons of iron ore to
Japan through the port of Geraldton.
They went there in an attempt to per-
suade the Prime Minister to agree. Let
us see what happened.

The Premier wrote a letter to the
Municipal Council telling it in a clear
and quiet way that it was interfering
with the functions of Governmeni. He
reprimanded the Council for attempting
to do something. I canneot understand
that attitude at all. That was what hap-
pened, yet I notice in the southern end
of the State the Mayor of Bunbury, who
has been featured in the Press quite a
lot because he advocated the establish-
ment of a charcoal iron and steel works
there, was not reprimanded but allowed to
go on. Why the difference?

It seems to me to be a peculiar attitude
for the Government to take. For my part
I think the State Government can get
this permit to export 1,000,000 fons of
fron ore from Tallering Peak. From the
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figures supplied by the Government not
only to me last year, but also to Mr.
Mattiske this week, there are 295,000,000
tons of iron ore above ground level in
Western Australia alone. That is the
figure in respect to 16 deposits in which
estimates of the guantity have been made
known. There are, in addition, six de-
posits with huge reserves, but no attempt
has been made to estimate the tonnage.

For anyhody from the Federal House
to say that the life of iron ore in this State
would be depleted in 30 to 35 years is
getting away from the argument al-
together. I do not know how it is based
unless it is contended that this State and
Australia will grow to such an extent in
the next 20 years that the consumption
will be so great that the ore reserves will
be short for its domestic use. I can see
no reason at all for rejecting the export
permit for this ore.

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske: It was an
officer of the Mines Department who gave
the estimate,

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I agree. The
department made a mistake in tying this
matter up with the other. Had the Gov-
ernment applied and got permission to
export the iron ore it could have used the
profits to do what it wanted to do.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is a
State matter,

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: That is a
State matter. The Government could then
go ahead and build the charcoal iron and
steel works,

The Minister for Railways: It is amaz-
ing that the move in this Chamber
received s0 much opposition. There was
plenty of it.

The Hon., L. A. LOGAN: In my opinion
that was the downfall of the original
application, in (ying the one with the
other. Surely it would have been better
for the Government to apply for the ex-
port of iron ore and to use the profits
from the sale in its own way. Had that
been done the Government might have
got further than it did. Even at this late
stage if the Government were to divorce
the one matter from the other it might
get better results. I only hope this Gov-
ernment can get the permit because at
the moment I know of nothing which
would give the northern end of the State
a greater filip than the export of iron ore
from Tallering Peak. Of what use that
ore reserve—a small deposit like that—will
be to anyone in the future, I do not know.

The Minister for Railways: It only
contains about a month’s supply.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: That is about all.
I hope that this Government will be able
to put enough pressure on the Federal
Government to obtain the export permit.
I am aware that manganese ore, which
exists in this State in much less quantity
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than iron ore, has been allowed to be ex-
ported. I know that permission has been
granted for its export from Western Aus-
tralia.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: You do not ob-
jeet to its being exported?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I would raise
much more objection in respect of man-
ganese than iron ore. If there is one
commodity in short supply it is manganese.
When an expert permit is granted for
manganese and not for iron ore I con-
tend there is something fishy going on.
In my opinion the right approach for the
Government, is in the way I have sug-
gested. I hope it can get permission.

I had intended to mention the railways,
but now that the Government has widened
the scope of the Royal Commission to in-
quire into other aspects of the railways—
I moved in this matter in the House last
yvear, and it was agreed to by the Minister
—I do not at this juncture intend to say
anything about the matter. The Minister
and the Government have been taking a
rather long time in carrying out this move.
I await with interest the result of DMr.
Smith’s findings. I supporf{ the measure.

THE HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metro-
politan) (3.121: Anyone who looks at the
present economy of this State must at
times be rather bewildered. We received
an assurance that the economy was sound
yet we know of growing unemployment.
We knhow that almost every business man
in the city says that business has never
been so bad; yet, on the other hand, if one
tried to hook a seat in a picture theatre
or other entertainment it is almost impos-
sible to do so, in respect of select seats,
for weeks ahead. It does seem to me there
is imbalance somewhere, and it will re-
main if that side of the picture continues.

I have been here now for over 30 years
and I have seen the economic changes
almost like a graph that hits the peak at
one period and falls into the depths at the
next. Prom then there follows a trough
which may be for a short or long pericd.
Then there comes another rise in the
economy to he followed again by a trough.

It seems to me that we have grown ac-
customed to living in this trough. As a
people, I think we have grown quite ac-
customed to be the Cinderella State of
Australia. It is curious that the western
side of this country always seems to be the
last to be uplifted, or to expand into a
state of economy. I have been wondering
whether it is due to some climatic con-
ditions, because we find that the western
side of most countries is the slowest to
develop.

Sometimes 1 wonder whether we would
have been better off had the great desert
been a sea. We would then have been an
island State and more or less forced to
find the basis of our own economy, in
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the same way as islands have done, rather
than having to regard ourselves as being
on a limb, as it were, stretched out from
a prosperous land some thousands of
miles away.

I mention this matter for the reason that
I believe we have for too long tagged along
with the idea that we are dependent on
the Eastern States; that we are eventually
going to succeed in exactly the same way
as they have succeeded, namely, by growing
the same things; by selling the same
goods; and by having the same outlook,
when really we have a completely different
economy to face.

Countries like Switzerland have had to
find their own economy. After much plan-
ning and thought Switzerland, for instance,
made the watchmaking trade almost its
own. Today, apart from a few people who
make really first-class watches, the world
relies upon Switzerland for its wateh sup-
ply. We find, if we look through the
world, that many countries have had to
do exactly the same thing and build up
their own eeconomy to suit their parti-
cular envirenment. The soconer we do
something of the same sort, the better,

We cannot continue year after year, to
have a tremendous debit trade balance with
the Eastern States. The deficit does not
lessen as our population increases, but
rather does it grow with our increasing
population, but it should not. It may be,
of course, that if we could double, treble
or quadruple our population we would not
have that drift to the Eastern States.
It is, however, extraordinary that Western
Australia which has a large area that
could be deveted to dairying—some of it
is so used—brings in millions of pounds
weight of margarine, annually, from the
Eastern States.

The Hon. L. A, Logan: It is all imported
from outside.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes. If we are
in need of that amount of margarine, is
not there the possibility of some firm being
persuaded to manufacture it within the
State? But we want such a firm to manu-
facture in guantities to meet our needs
raether than that we should send such
large sums of money to the Eastern States.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: That is governed
by a quota system, is it not?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes. I remember
that, through Bills that came before this
House, we prevented individuals from
producing more than a certain amount of
margarine. One factor that we might well
laok at is the question of the supply of
margarine which is obviously being used
in Western Australia; and while it might
have been thought that if it were manu-
factured here it would have an influence
on our dairying industry, apparently we
must realise now it would not. So, if we
are preventing the manufacture of mar-
garine in this State, let us get rid of that
piece of legislation.
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In the last year or two we have seen an
industry in Waestern Australia just dis-
appearing. I refer to the fruit trade.
Each year it becomes more and more dif-
ficult to purchase reasonable fruit simply
because the fruit-fly is taking charge of
the State. This question has been referred
to in the House on more than one occa-
sion. I think it was mentioned before this
Government took office. It was suggested
that we should take some active measures,
but we have never been as courageous as
were the authorities in South Australia
when they realised that theirs was a fruit-
growing country. We have never had the
courage to do what they did, namely,
walk into places and simply pull out the
trees because the householders had no
method of controlling the fly. The fruit-fly
has now extended well over 100 miles from
the centre of Perth, whereas years ago
it was nothing like as widespread.

The Hon, L. C. Diver: Does it not extend
to Mt. Barker now?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It is certainly
found in Bridgetown, and in addition it is
attacking fruit that it did not previously
attack.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: It is at-
tacking apples.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It is so acclima-
tised that it is now attacking fruit that it
did not attack before. If everyone in the
metropolitan area had to give up the fruit
trees that are likely to be attacked by the
fruit-fly, it would not do them any great
harm; particularly if eventually it meant
we were able to produce good fruit. Surely
this State should be able to produce good
fruit; and we should be able to set up a
canning industry. But when one started
here it struggled to get the necessary fruit.
It eventualy closed, and the statement was
made that in this State no types of fruit
were grown that were suitable for canning.
So we go on increasing the importations
of tinned fruit from the Eastern States.

It would seem that there is a colossal
job ahead of someone—whether it is to
be someone in this House or from another
place, or both, or someone from outside, I
do not know—to pget down to the real
economy of this State and see how it can
be improved rather than to expect that
there must be a trough in our economy in
which we must live.

I believe we have to reorient our views
about these things and realise that our
markets lie to the north of us where there
are huge areas to which we could send our
products. Countries like Indonesia will one
day attain such a standard of living that
there will be a demand for huge imports
from countries outside their borders. I
think we should be one of the countries
that will supply those people with food.

There is no doubt that the vegetables
grown here and exported to Singapore are
of & very high quality. The other day I
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saw some; and I do not think any country
could grow better caulilowers or celery
than those we are sending to Singapore. Our
exporting should be extended and these
goods should go to other markets far be-
yond Singapore. In the small island of
Java there are 40,000,000 people odd who
will one day be on a higher standard of
living, and as a result they will demand
imports.

Meat is exported from Queensland to
Manila. We can get meat to Manila days
quicker—possibly a week—by ship, than
it can be sent from Queensland. Manila,
too, will within a short time have a more
equal distribution of its wealth and it will
be. asking for imports. These are the
things we should be looking for.

T am impressed by the fact that one of
the great dangers which Indonesia faces at
the moment arises from epidemics and in-
health generally amongst its people, un-
less it can be supplied with mediecal goods.
That avenue should already be open to
ﬂm_ls_ here. They could investigate the
position and find out whether we could
be the first in the field of supplying these
people with the necessary requirements.
When one talks about the health of a
community, one realises that the items of
manufacture that go towards maintaining
that health are legion. They are not
limited to bottles of medicine, Hniments
?t?‘d dressings, but go far beyond those

1Ngs.

The other day I had an interesting sug-
gestion made to me by a man who wanted
to grow rabbits as a form of meat supply,
eltr_ler for our own people or for export.
This is a proposition that should merit
a8 pood deal of investigation because in
this State there are many people who still
prefer rabbit to poultry, but at the pre-
sent price at which rabbits are selling,
they are luxury goods. One sugegestion was
that possibly a suitable island could be
found close to our borders, on which we
could grow rahbbits. We could then do
what other countries have done and that is
breed a rabbit with a whiter flesh than
that of our present rabbits. We might
even produce for export, meat which could
be a dollar producer,

The Hon. G. Bennetts: What about a
bit of decent kangarao? It would go well.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Well, the hon.
member can start and produce it. Some-
times members here may think the sug-
gestions they make have no value. but
frequently one finds that years after-
wards somebody else accepts them as
bright ideas. I can remember coming
back from America some years ago and
making it my business to meet certain
people and suggest to them that Western
Australia could expand its fat lamb in-
dusiry by growing fat lambs for sale to
the United States. Those to whom I put
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the proposition thoroughly enjoyed them-
selves by laughing at it. But I notice that
since the agreement with Great Britain has
been altered or discontinued, 5 move has
been made by the meat board to send
someone to America with the idea of sell-
ing meat there—lamb, beef and pigs.

I am convinced that with the need for
pratein by those people in that tremend-
ous country there is a fleld that we could
enter and a demand that we could supply,
and by so doing we could alter the entire
economy of this State. Some day some-
one will really look into this matter and
gain something of tremendous benefit.

‘The Hon. L. €. Diver: Experimental
shipments were made some years Ago.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes, but some-
thing more than that is wanted. The
suggestion I made was that in each of two
or three of the capital cities of the States
—San Prancisco, Denver, Boston and per-
haps New York—we should establish a
cafe through which we could give to the
pecple the hest of lamb, cooked as lamb
should be cooked.

It is no good giving to a people some-
thing they are not accustomed to. That
will never produce results. I am quite cer-
tain taat if we make first class lamb, pre-
pare, as it _is in Australia, available to
these people, the story will be a very
different one. I can remember when I was
in America having a meal in one of the
mo:t expensive hotels at which I stayed
whle I was in the United States. The
weiter did not know me, and did not
know that I was an Australian. I heard
han whisper to my host that they had
same choice Australian meat—probably' it
~7as from one of those experimental ship-
ments—and would his guests like it. My
host satd, “Yes”, and not one of the
guests refused it.

I only mention these things to try to
‘make somebody outside this House realise
that we just cannot go on drifting along
in the way that we have done over the
last few years, waiting for something like
EKwinana to turn up, Or & new company
like Broken Hill Pty. to establish itself
here; big industries are not likely to es-
tablish themselves in this State in a hurry.
We have to be content with smaller meas-
ures, and an alteration in our economy.

Coming back to one or two matters
closer to home, I should like to stress to
the Government the need for a complete
overhaul of the sanitary services of our
schools.

Thes Hon. L. C. Diver: Hear, hear!

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I have been
called in to see some of them and I have
been to the Health Department about
them. ‘The department knows of the
position but the reply to me was that it
had no chance of doing anything because
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it all depended upon whether the Public
Works Department had money avallabie
for the purpose.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon; In some
country areas the Health Department has
condemned the school sanitary con-
veniences.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I have been
told that over 80 schools still have the
pan system, and the parents of the
children attending those schools have to
assist in controlling the system.

The Hon, F. R. H. Lavery: Are water
supplies available in those schools?

The Hon. F. D. Willmott: In plenty of
them, yes.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I should say
there are not many schools that do not
have a water supply.

The Hon, F, R. H. Lavery: I merely
asked for information
The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I have not

queried that position, but no one can tell
me that the 80 schools are without a
water supply. I have seen some of the
sewerage systems in the city schools, and
while many of them are satisfactory there
are others which could be much better than
they are. I do not intend to criticise
individual schools; all I ask is that, in-
stead of expanding socialised Govern-
ment works, expenditure on work of this
kind be considered first. What chance
have we of making reasonable citizens
out of children if we do not give them,
as children, the things we expect them
to use as adults? So I ask the Govern-
ment to have a survey taken of these
schools to see the condition of the toilets
and that something be done to put them
in order as quickly as possible.

Finally I would like to congratulate the
Government on a move to improve con-
ditions at Parllament House; but I wonder
if the Government has realised that some
day, and we hope soon, the Public Works
Department buildings will disappear, and
then Parliament House as it stands, plus
the new additions will govern the vista
from one end of the City of Perth? Wil
it be worthy of its situation? Will the
buitding that is being erected now justify
the site upon which it is being built; or
are we bullding something as a further
expedient that will last for another 50
years and will not grace the site upon
which it stands?

Perth will be a very beautiful city; and
it will be a large one. Surely if we in-
tend to builéd on the prominent spots in
this city we ought to huild with an eye
to what Perth deserves, and how it will
appear in the future when certain altera-
tions are made. I support the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (The
Hon. H. C. Strickland—North—in reply)
[3.35}: I am very pleased with the way
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members have received this Bill. I know
that the Leader of the Opposition sup-
ported it, although I did not hear him
say so0. However, there are one or two
points in his speech upon which I desire
to comment. Firstly, I am in a quandary
because I do not know what difference it
would make to the unemployment position
if the Government stopped erecting build-
ings with its own men, and asked private
contractors to tender for the work. I can-
not see what additional men would bhe
required, or how that could affect the
employment situation one iota.

I do not agree with the hon. member
that the Government is unjust or unfair
in its allocation of public works, or in
the way in which it spends its money on
public works. In the “Sunday Times,”
and also in various editions of “The West
Australian”—

The Hon. L. A. Logan:
many in that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: —
hon. members will have noticed tenders
being called by various Government de-
partments for work to be done throughout
the State. A lot of public works are car-
ried on in country areas, and tenders for
such works are not always called in the city
papers. That is to give country builders
and contractors an opportunity to tender.
I admit that some big buildings are being
constructed in the city by day labour; and
alsoc some big works are being carried out
under contract—the Narrows Bridge is a
case in point. As regards housing, with-
out exception, tenders are called because
that is the policy of the State Housing
Commission, and has been, as far as X
understand the position, for the last couple
of years.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Don't you think
that if you had called for tenders for
some of the big buildings you might have
had them erected cheaper?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not know to which big buildings the
hon. member refers. He did not mention
any names.

The Hon. A P, Griffith: 1 will send you
over a list.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
is not necessary; all the hon. member
need do is to name one or two buildings.
Work at the Royal Perth Hospital, for in-
stance, is continuous. That has the effect
of keeping the brickyards and other such
works going. The hon. member stressed the
point that there should be a return to com-
petitive tendering. An honorary royal
commission, appointed last year, stated
in its report that for no less than 47 items
for which the Western Australian Gov-
ernment Railways called tenders annually
there was no competitive tendering; there
was a fixed price in each instance. In
some cases there are eight to ten tenderers,

There are not
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but they all tender at the same price—
price fixing by the tenderers, by the manu-
facturers and the merchants so that com-
petition disappears.

That is one of the reasons why this
Government, which is charged by Parlia-
ment to effect economies in the railways,
was forced to resort to its own resources
rather than accept some of the tenders
which were submitted. By this means
the Government has effected big savings
in some instances and small savings in
others; but no matter how big the saving
is, it is an economy, and it has been re-
flected in railway finances, as can be seen
from the latest financial report.

I am a little intrigued as to why the
hon. member ohjects to the efforts of the
Government to attract overseas capital
to this State. Mr. Logan also spoke of
the Government’s efforts in this connec-
tion. Dr. Hislop said that we have to
look ahead, and in my opinion we have
to lgok further than the sheep’s back.
Waol has been our saviour for a long time
now.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I did not de-
cry the fact that the Government is trying
to get overseas capital. I wish Mr. Tonkin
the best of luck.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member passed some comment con-
cerning the attitude of the Government
in inducing people to come here as com-
pared with its attitude to those fArms

which are already established in this
State.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is right.
Now the Minister is on the ball. I was
talking of the disinclination of this Gov-
ernment to offer concessions to people
who are already here, and who are having
a struggle.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
am glad the hon. member agrees with
me,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I want the
Minister to line up the two points.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
want to line it up with Liberal Party
policy.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You had better
stick to your socialist policy if you want
to talk about it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
want to read some remarks published in
“We the People,” which is an article
in “The West Australian,” and which
appeared on Saturday the 8th February,
18958. It is all very well to make public
statements about certain matters but at
times they are like a boomerang—they
come back again, What I want to quote
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is Liberal Party policy, and this advertise-
ment is paid for by the Liberal Party.
It states—
The positive approach—the Liberal
approach—to this task—

The writer was talking about Krupps
coming here and of Evatt condemning
such a move while the Premier of this
State was endeavouring to get Krupp to
establish an industry here. It goes on—

—of development is an all ouf en-
couragement to private enterprise to
make capital investment in Western
Australia and so expand the economy
of the State.

That is exactly what the present Gov-
ernment is attempting to do.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What is the
point of your argument?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member is objecting to the present
activities of the Government.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: The Minister
apparently, although he might have been
listening to me, did not understand what
I said. I did not ohject.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member was comparing the Govern-
ment's attitude to overseas companies and
its attitude to private enterprise already
established in the State.

The Hon. H. K. Watson:
enough.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member is attempting to show that
the Government is prepared to throw
money away to induce overseas invest-
ments into this State while it does nothing
to help local industry. Is that the posi-
tion?

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: No; I did not
say that the Government is throwing
money away. I said that if the Govern-
ment is prepared to offer these concessions
to peaple with overseas capital, what is
the Government's attitude to those indus-
tries which are established here?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I do
not know of any bhusiness concern, farm-
ing proposition, or any other proposition
of substance, that the Government has
been asked to help, that has been refused
assistance. I am not saying that there
are no such cases; but T do say that I
do not know of them. I have a long list of
companies which have been helped, and are
still being helped, by way of guaranteed
bank loans, to establish themselves in this
State. I refer to the Alma Engineering
Company, the Bindoon Saw Mills and a
number of others. I could name 20 at
least. Then there are others which have
been helped by way of loans and cash
advances—to name one, the Albany super
works. Many of these concerns have re-
ceived big advances. Even the Cockburn
Cement Company is included. It was not
this Government that made the agreement,

That is fair
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but Parliament, when the previous Govern-
ment was in office. The establishment of
the Portland Cement Company has so far
cost this Government £700,000.

Sitting suspended from 3.46 to 4.3 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Be-
fore the tea adjournment I was telling the
House that this Government had assisted
to establish several local industries and
to keep others going. It is also the policy
of this Government {o encourage private
enterprise as much as it possibly can; and
it has not withheld its support, in any
shape or form, from private enterprise be-
coming established or assisting it to be-
come established in this State provided it
had a case.

It has been said, or implied, that there
is some type of slackening of development
in the State. That is natural because the
wool cheque has dropped; and for no other
reason. In my opinion, wheat is stable as
well as meat and beef. Present day prices
have never been better. The cutlook has
never heen better for heef or cattle, but
wool acts as a check, as Mr. Logan told
us. It produces the income and there-
fore the money is not now in circulation.
I would suggest that that is the reason for
Dr. Hislop’s wonderilng why there is a
ch:gkmate—l forget the exact word he
used.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Trough.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: A
trough develops bperiodically but, in my
opinion, it is due wholly and solely to the
wool market. This Government is going
out of its way—a long way out of its way—
to enter the competition with other States
in attracting industries to Australia. This
State commences with a disadvantage for
the simple reason that it is the most iso-
lated and remote State in Australia.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I thought you
were going to say it was at a disadvan-
tage because of the unfair trading legis-
lation.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
know that quite a lot of publicity has been
given to the effect of that legislation. It
has had some control on unfair trading,
but a very minute control. It does not
deter industries from being established
here. Only last week the Premier opened
a2 new nail industry at Welshpool. It is
a branch of a firm that has a similar fac-
tory in South Australia where price con-
trol exists and where there has been an
anti-Labour Government in power for
many years.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: A noen-Lahour
Government.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
legislation has not deterred South Austra-
lian development, and the mere fact that
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we have legislation here designed to pro-
tect the taxpayers and the consumers of
this State will not deter firms from coming
here. That is a positive fact. It has not
deterred the firm I mentioned from estab-
lishing a branch in Western Australia.
That firm has grown up under price con-
trol and is not afraid of this Government
abusing any power which it might have,
even though it has practically none at all.

One of the memhers of the company
who attended the opening which was per-
formed by the Premier wrote from South
Australia in these terms—

My Dear Premier,

Thank you very much indeed for
your kindness in declaring our factory
open last Friday afterncon. I am
quite sure your State has a great fu-
ture before it and wish you and your
Government every success in its de-
velopment.

Business executives are willing to expand
here despite the fact that very much
widespread condemnation of the unfair
prices legislation is being voiced through-
out the land. I consider these people
have examined the position thoroughly
and they are not deterred; they are pre-
pared to come here and establish them-
selves in this State.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Could the
Minister give us some other examples?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Their coming here means quite a lot to
Western Australia. As I said before, West-
ern Australia is the most isolated State
in Australia. We might as well have a
sea between us as the Nullarbor Plain,
Perth and Adelaide are more widely sep-
arated than are any other two capitals
in the world. We are at a distinct dis-
advantage, although we have the possi-
bility of establishing better markets in the
Near Eastern countries, as mentioned by
Dr. Hislop. There has been no neglect of
the possibilities of selling meat to the

Near East. As a matter of fact a lot
of meat is being sold there, and
we are also sending a fair ton-

nage of tomatoes and most of our orange
crop—in fact we are trading very well in
those countries, As they hecome more
financial and their banking conditions be-
come more stable, Western Australia can
look forward to doing more business of all
kinds, particularly from the Kwinana roll-
ing mill,

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon:
flour position grim?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
looked grim because of the freight con-
cession being lost. I am not sure whe-
ther it was the wheat-growers’ or the
flour millers’ association that agreed to
do away with the concession.

The Hon. L, A. Logan: Do you know
our mills are closing down?

Is not the
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: As
far as I know, some mills have heen
affected; but where we did have a freight
advantage, the representatives from this
State agreed to forego it, and conse-
quently our manufacturers suffered.

The Hon. A. P, Griffith: Can you give
us more examples like the nail factory?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have been to several factories which have
been opened by the Premier, and execu-
tives have been present. I have also read
in the paper where the man from the
Ceckburn Cement Company took umbrage.
He does not like us a bit, but we cannot
be worried about that. The State will
still progress. He is giving nothing away
to the State, but the State gave him
£700,000.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: What does the
Minister mean by “gave him”? Are you
not getting interest? It is a loan!

The MINISTER FOR RATILWAYS: Yes
we are getting interest.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Why say you
have given £700,000? ’

The M].NIS"_I‘ER FOR RAILWAYS: It
Is as good as given. The hon. member said
it would be a good thing when this State
returned to some stable economy,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Some more
stable economy.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
would like to tell hon. members that when
this Government took office, the finances
of the State were almost on the rocks, It
inherited a commitment of over six mil-
Hons in connection with Kwinana, to-
gether with this £700,000 loan, and un-
paid debts in relation to locomotives and
rollingstock purchased in England. The
Government has paid these amounts off
and has returned to s very stable economy.

The Hon. A. P, Griffith : At the 30th
June, 1953, the figure was in the viecinity
of £2,600,000.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: “The
West Australian™ keeps a very good eye
on public affairs and it published a lead-
ing article on the 4th July, 1958, headed,
“W.A, is Getting Back on the Financial
Ralils.” Therefore, I would say that this
State has returned to a very stable
economy.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Would the
Minister read that article to us?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
It is as follows:—

A big improvement in the railway
accounts has contributed to a much
better showing in the State financial
returns for 1957-58.

The Hon, L. A. Logan:
to railways.

It only applies
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
it continues about the railways. There is
always the possibility of people, members
of parliament, Press publicity and mem-
bers of various organisations doing much
more harm than good to the progress of
the State when they criticise, for the sake
of critieising, the conditions in this State,
particularly in relation to the unfair trad-
ing legislation. They could do the State
a disservice by their criticism, which is
unfounded and unwarranted; and it be-
hoves those who follow this practice to
consider whether they are being destruc-
tive rather than constructive in relation
to Western Australia’s progress.

I agree with the thoughts of Mr. Logan
in relation to iron ore, when he said that
were perhaps 1,000,000 tons of iron ore
exported from the vast resources which
this State is known to possess, it would
mean very little—very little indeed—be-
cause if my memory serves me rightly,
whereas our resources of iron ore would
allow the industry of Australia to carry
on for 98 years, the exporting of 1,000,000
tons of ore would reduce that period to
974 vears.

It is all very well to sit here and listen
to members talking about unemployment
figures in this State, but if all members had
got hehind the proposal to export 1,000,000
tons of iron ore and establish an
iron industry in Bunbury or elsewhere
in the South-West of this State, many
of those now out of employment would
have been employed, and there would
have been much more activity on the
waterfront at Geraldton and other ports.

The Heon. A. P. Griffith: What does the
Minister think has caused the unemploy-
ment in this State?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is caused by the fact that there is not
now the same amount of surplus money
being spent, and the reason for that is
that the woolgrowers are not earning as
much as they did in recent years. Most
of the woolgrowers circulate much of the
money they receive for wool, and that
creates employment. 'The State is doing
everything possible to alleviate the situa-
tion and is attempting to encourage over-
seas capital to come here. At first
sight it might appear that the Government
is bidding too high in an effort to bring
industries here, but if has to bid high
if it is to out-bid the other States of
Australia—and none of them has been
idle in that regard. The Premier of New
South Wales has been to America and the
Premier of South Australia went there
hurriedly—

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: There and back
in three weeks.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
In addition, there have been trade mis-
sions sent overseas hy the Federal Govern-
ment yearly, in an endeavour to attract
trade 'and industries to this country.

[COUNCIL.]

Mr. Griffith complained that I did not
help Western Titanium with a reduction in
some charges. By interjection during his
speech on the Address-in-reply, I said that,
in the face of that company’s latest balance
sheef, a reduction was not justified. Mr.
Griffith took umbrage at that., He wants
to know whether we are going to tax
them heavily when they make big profits.
The taxation is automatic and has noth-
ing to do with me, but while I have con-
trol over charges of this kind—a similar
position has arisen in relation to wharfage
and again in regard to rail freights—
the position will have to be thoroughly
examined before I will be prepared to
agree that a concession should be made
to any company that is showing large
profits.

The Hen. A, F. Griffith: Were you look-
ing at the balance sheet of the parent com-
pany or of the local company?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
which was published in the local Press
not long ago. The trouble with the ilmenite
industry is that it is over-producing; and
what is the answer to over-production?

The Hon. J. Murray: What about the
wharfage at Bunbury?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
agree with the various harbour hoards, I
consulted them all on the question of
some reduction, because they were all
party to the original regulation of prices,
The matter is not dead, nor is that in
relation to rail freights, although a dead
loss is often involved there, These matters
have been referred to the Department of
Industrial Development and the Treasury.
I do not think any Minister or Govern-
ment officer should he in a position to
say to an industry, “Yes, You can have
this or that reduciion,” without first get-
ting Treasury approval, because the Trea-
sury has to meet the losses incurred
through these concessions, and the tax-
payers have ultimately to find the money.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: My point was the
inquiry about a concession on S.E.C. power.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
know nothing about that.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: That was my
point.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: All
the companies producing ilmenite are at
present experiencing a slump, which I
understand is a temporary one, but T am
not competent to express an opinion as to
that. At all events, the matter has been
referred to the responsible departments
to investigate and make a recommendation,
I believe that any industry which seeks
a concession or financial assistance will
receive it if it is justified.

The Hon. J. Murray: The slump re-
ferred to Is brought about by the fact
that the overseas market does not exist at
the prices at which these people can pro-
duce.
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The Hon. A. P. Griffith: If we get some
reduction it will be & good thing that I have
mentioned the matter.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
come now to Dr. Hislop’s remarks in con-
nection with fruit-fiy. I am aware that
the Minister for Agriculture and his de-
partment are concerned at the spread of
this pest. In about the Jast 12 months the
fruit-fly infestation in the metropolitan
area has become very bad, and it has spread
to country areas. I believe the Depart-
ment of Agriculture is taking active steps
to bring the pest under control, and I
will not be surprised if, before this ses-
sion ends, we are asked to agree to legisla-
tion to tighten up the law relating to the
eradication of fruit-fly.

Too many people are careless about
fruit-fly, and I refer particularly to people
in the closely setfled metropolitan and
suburban areas. I know that some house-
holders around where I live, grow fruit
trees and spray them and give them every
attention, yet others in the vicinity neglect
their trees, with the result that the fruit
is ruined and the careful people have to
destroy their fruit. I will bring the makter
before the notice of the Minister to see
whether any greater effort can be made.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Rill read a third time and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REFLY.
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE HON. L. C. DIVER (Central)
[4.20): 1 wish to take this opportunity of
congratulating you, Mr. President, on your
election to the office of President of this
Chamber, I echo the sentiments ex-
pressed by my colleague, Mr. Logan, who
said it was fitting that you, having been
so long associated with publie life in this
State and having rendered such great
public service, should attain your present
position. It gives me great pleasure to see
you sitting there, Mr, President.

I desire also to congratulate Mr. Hall
on having been re-elected to the positicn
of Chairman of Committees and I support
the remarks of Mr. Griffith, who referred
to the able manner in which Mr. Hall had
carried out the duties of that office in past
years. To all those members who have
recently been refurned to this Chamber,
I offer my congratulations, and I con-
gratulate also Mr, Abbey, who is now one
of my colleagues. I congratulate you, also,
Mr. President, as a representative of the
Centra! Province. One good thing about
our mode of life in the English-speaking
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world is that there is a degree of order-
liness about the manner in which we are
governed, and in the methed by which we
may say who the Government shall he.
By that method, followed down through
the years, Mr. Abbey has found himself
to be democratically elected as a member
of this House.

I had proposed to speak on rail closures,
but I shall now refrain from so doing in
view of the fact that the Government has
shown wisdom in extending the terms of
reference of the Royal Commission held
by Mr. A. G. Smith in order to investigate
all rail closures. I have not seen the ex-
tended terms of reference, but I hope they
are of such a nature that they will include
the potential of the areas in which the
rall closures have occurred, and I trust they
will be given some consideration in any
report which the Royal Comimissioner
furnishes to the Minister.

The Minister for Rallways: The terms
cover Mr., Logan’s motion which was
passed last year.

The Hon. L. C, DIVER: On the RBill
which we had before the House this after-
noonn and which dealt with granting
Supply to the Government, I felt tempted
to speak, but I have left it until now to
mention a great need that exists through-
out almost the whole of Western Australia,
because it occurs in every centre where the
Education Department provides schooling
facilities. I am harking back to the sub-
ject on which Dr. Hislop spoke, namely,
the provision of proper sanitation in
country schools. Undeoubtedly there is a
tremendous need and demand throughout
the State for the installation of septic
tank systems in many country schools.

I am informed that there are approxi-
mately 70 schools which have a reticulated
water system and it is the desire of the
people in those parts to have septic tank
facilities provided at the schools. How-
ever, I am also told that there is not
sufficient money to provide such amenities.
In addition to those schools which desire
septic tank installations, I am alsg in-
formed that there are 130 schools which
need to be provided with good water sup-
plies in order that they may be provided
with septic tanks systems. I can appre-
clate the attitude of the Education De-
partment towards this subject. The Direc-
tor of Education says he is an educationist
and is charged with the responsibility of
educating the children of this State but
is not charged with the responsibility of
the health of those youngsters.

So it would appear that there is conflict
between two departments which actually
are administering the one need. On the
one hand we have the Education Depart-
ment which is charged with the problem
of educating our children and on the
other we have the Health Department
which is required to maintain the health
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of the children. It would appear, how-
ever, that the Education Vote made avail-
able by the Government has to provide for
the installation of septic tanks at country
schools. Getting away from party politics,
it appears to me it is high time the
Government decided that this problem of
school sanitation shouwld be tackled by
making it the responsibility of the Public
‘Works Department.

I think there is such a tremendous back-
log at present in meeting requests of this
nature that no matter how willing the
Administration may be to meet the re-
quests, it would now take many years to
make up the leeway. I suggest it would
take probably £400,000 or £500,000 to
provide all the septic tank installations re-
quired at present and therefore if the
Government tackled this problem in a
practical manner by making available
about £150,000 every year for this purpose
the problem would ultimately be solved.
By the way the Government is proceeding
g} the moment, however, I am sure that
the problem will never be solved.

I think all members will agree with me
that the health of children is more im-
portant than their education. A child can
have all the education thet is available,
but if its healih fails such education is of
no avail. Therefore, I repeat, it is high
time the Government of this State, irre-
spective of its political colour, faced up
to this pressing responsibility; especially
the present Administration, which I must
criticise. Here we have the position of a
very young State trying to emulate the
performances of very old countries by
making preparations to stage the Empire
Games in Perth in 1962,

When it was suggested that Perth should
be the venue for the Games we saw much
flag-waving and many rash promises made
by the Government as to what finance
would he made available in order that the
Empire Games might be held in this city.
The Government is prepared to bulld up
what could eventually be a legacy of debt.
After the bubble of the Empire Games has
been pricked and all the activity has ceased
we will have very little to show for the
expenditure of the money which the Gov-
ernment proposes to make available for the
holding of the Games other than that, per-
haps, in 15 or 20 years, we will see a
great deal of fungus growing on the build-
ings because they will have outlived their
usefulness,

On the other hand, if the Government
were to spend this amount of monhey for
the building of edifices to house septic
tank installatlons in school playgrounds
they would hecome monumenis to the
Government's wise administration.

Whilst speaking of the money that the
Government proposes to hand over to the
Perth City Council to help finance the
holding of the Empire Games in Perth, I
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would like to draw the Government's at-
tention to many of the various pressing
requirements within the boundaries of the
Stephenson greater Perth town planning
scheme. Those boundaries embrace areas
that have heen set down in the Stephen-
son plan for agricultural purposes. Bui
what reply do the residents in those areas,
who desire electricity services and water
supplies, receive from the Public Works
Department and the State Electricity Com-
mission today? In making this point I
do not wish the House {o misunderstand
me in regard to the State Electricity Com-~
mission because it is doing a wonderful
job; it is just that I hope to weave that
aspect into my speech as I go along.

If the residents in the agricultural areas
that are within the Stephenson plan can-
not produce sufficient evidence and facts
in their applications to warrant the ex-
tension of water services which measure
up to the formula set down for the metro-
politan area in any locality where bullding
is proceeding, their hope of obtaining a
water supply s extremely remote. The
formula laid down by the State Electricity
Commission is very similar to that fol-
lowed by the Water Supply Department
because, unless the residents in the agri-
cultura] areas included in the Stephen-
son plan can put up a strong enough case
for the estimated consumption of electri-
city and electric power to drive machinery
of various categories, their hope of obtain-
ing an extension of the electricity mains
is practically nil.

The point I want to make is this: Be-
fore any Government makes available
money for the holding of Empire Games,
is it not more important that its people
should be enabled to follow a decent way
of life? Is it not fair that they should
have electricity at a reasonable charge
and water with reasonable convenience?
In view of the fact that those conditions
prevail in an area within a radius of 25
miles from the G.P.O. what hope has Mr.
Wise, and other members representing out-
back areas, in obtaining money to develop
the North? The action of the Govern-
ment shows them how far distant the day
is before decent amenities will be provided
in those parts. This is simply hecause we
have not the vision to meet the require-
ments of the people of Westerm Australia
and so make this country a worthwhile
place in which to live. We are like a man
on an overdraft up to his neck in debt,
but we are going to throw a big party in
the interim.

I also wish to refer to another matter.
If there is any surplus money about it
could be used to link up the other points
I will mention; that is to finance the
seftlers on the coastal strip. In those
areas there are settlers who have spent
all their capital in developing their land
but find the establishment of water sup-
plies extremely difficult; so much so that
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after carrying out a certain amount of
clearing they lack the financial capaciiy
to carry on. I must pay a great tribute
to the Government for its move in initiat-
ing an experimental water boring pro-
gramme. That is an excellent move and
the Government must be commended for
it.

It now appears that the areas I have
in mind, Badgingarra and Hill River, will
have to be bored to a depth of 400 ft. to
locate a good water supply. When the
casing is done, and equipment is provided
to lift the water to the surface, decent
conecrete tanks and troughs will have to
be installed. All told, such a project will
cost at least £1,500 per bore. That being
so, how can we expect these people to
enter into an undertaking with the Gov-
ernment to have exploratory drilling car-
ried out on their properties? The cost is
the limiting factor.

This Government especially, or any
other, should, because time is an import-
ant factor and the essence of the contract,
immediately formulate a plan to make
finance available to the people I have re-
ferred to and treat the cost as a charge
on the land or as part of the purchase
price. That is the only way to make the
proposition successful. The Government
should make a certain amount of finance
available each year to provide certain
equipment and then when it finds the
water, it can make the cost as a first
charge against the property, so as to en-
sure good water supplies and good water-
ing points. This amenity will be there for
posterity, not only for Western Australia
today but also in the future. It is up to
the Government to do something about
that matter.

I do in all sincerity ask the Govern-
ment to move along these lines. The
matter is urgent. Although it is outside
my area I have received letters from
residents there in which I have been re-
quested to press the Government about
the provision of finance. I sincerely hope
it will do something. I pay due respect
to the Government for taking the steps it
already has, but if it does not provide the
finance necessary it will be extremely un-
fortunate for those settlers who require
assistance.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Does the hon.
member think that Waestern Australia
should reject the Empire Games?

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: A person does
not give a party when his bank account
is in the red. In this case there are
many urgent commitments. I am amazed
that the hon. member has brought up the
question of the Empire Games. At the
present moment this State has very little
money and so much to do that is much
mare worthy than the Empire Games. I
pay a tribute to the sporting fraternity, but
I say that the Empire Games will not bring
overseas credit Into this country.
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As a matter of fact, I often wonder
when the visitors come to Western Aus-
tralia what we will be able to show them
under the existing conditions. We can
take them to places within 20 miles of
Perth and show them homesteads lit by
kerosene lights and people carrying water
in buckets. That is the way we will be
advertising Western Australia. Let us
first make Western Australia a better
place before putting on the games and
that sort of thing.

The Minister for Railways: The efforts
of the Government are shown in the Kal-
goorlie water supply and the comprehen-
sive schemes.

The Hon. L, C. DIVER: Far be it from
me that I should say anything at all
against the present Administration or the
manner in which it is endeavouring to
complete the modifled water supply. No
man c¢an say truthfully that the Govemrn-
ment is not doing a wonderful job. I hope
that no unforeseen impediment occurs to
prevent the Government from continuing
its programme. I realise it is doing a
wonderful job in this regard.

I know that later on the Minister,
through Government channels, will say:
“Look at all the money we spent on the
comprehensive water scheme, Have we
not done a wonderful job?" At this junc-
ture I say this: It still has money to make
available for projects not nearly as essen-
tial as boring for water for settlers, or
enabling extensions of electricity to he
made to the outer areas. We must bear
in mind that the SEC. is a business
concern. I have always treated it as such
in my negotiations, and any proposition I
put up I do so on a business basis. For
that reason, when it comes to short ex-
tensions, of which there are many, to
localities which cannot comply with the
requirements set down by the commission,
there should be a different approach by
all the parties concerned. We should,
by Government grants, assist those locali-
ties to have extensions provided over a few
miles which at the present time is the
stumbling block.

The next point I wish to raise is =
vexed one. It relates to the Stephenson
plan. On two or three occasions a meas-
ure to extend the interim development
plan has been before Parliament. ‘The
exact period is immaterial. On each oc-
casion when presenting the measure the
Minister assured the House that it would
be the last occasion and that the next
occasion on which the House would see
the measure would be in the form of a
comprehensive Bill in regard to town
planning.

I did have the privilege of belng a rep-
resentative of the Country Party on an all
party committee that looked into the
Stephenson plan some years ago. In the
course of our deliberations it became very
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apparent to me that there would in ail
likelihood be considerable conflict when
the local authorities or the Commonweaith
valuers made their rating under the
Stephenson plan. I refer to the districts
where the factory areas cease and the
the building areas exist and the agricul-
tural lands commence.

It was very obvious to me there could
be occasions where only one roadway
would separate the different degrees of
siting. Human nature being what it is,
it became apparent to me that when one
side of the road was being carved up for
home-building lots, the agriculturalists or
landlords on the opposite side would, if
the land was suitable for home building,
want to join in the fray. I wanted to know
more particularly how the local authorities
would be able to differentiate in the rating
of the different types of properties.

I have it on record—I can produce a
copy of the minutes—that Mr. Green the
Town Clerk first assured me that an ano-
molous state of affairs could not come
about and Mr. Tonkin also gave me a
similar assurance. I repeat that, human
nature being what it is, an anomaly
could not be prevented. I was assured that
legislation would be brought in to cover
the point,

But what do we see? We see all the
anomalies that do exist in the outer
metropolitan area on this very point. We
see agriculturalists receiving assessments
that tax their financial capacity to meet,
simply because these anomalies do exist
and continue to exist. We have reached
such a point that I want to take this op-
portunity to inform the Minister that so
far as I am concerned I am going to ask
all members, even those on the Govern-
ment side, to join me in refusing to pass
another interim plece of legislation, but
to produce a comprehensive Bill. Last
year the Minister was away and unfortun-
ately such a plece of legislation was slipped
up. Now almost another year has come
round and I think it is high time the
promise made by the Minister was hon-
oured and a comprehensive plece of legis-
lation regarding town planning intro-
duced.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The interim
order is still holding up a lot of people who
want to do something with their land.

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: That is s0. As
a matter of Tfact I know of one or two cases
where drainage is becoming quite a prob-
lem; so much so that the areas concerned
are set down in the development plan as
park lands. These people know that their
days are numbered as far as being owners
of a residential area is concerned, and
that they have to get out. But so long as
Parliament puts off the passing of com-
prehensive legislation, there is not much
hope of them saying to the Government,
“Here you are. We have to get out. These
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are park lands and the encroachment of
water has ruined our gardens.” It be-
hoves the Government to take over those
properties.

Another matter—a serious one indeed— !
has been mentioned, and it concerns our’
general economy. We have been told of
the collapse in wool prices. One could
speak on this subject for a long time, but
I do not propose to do so but to discuss it
only briefly. I am pleased at what has
brought about the collapse in wool prices.
I do not want to he misunderstood when
I say that. I am not pleased at the col-
lapse occurring but I am pleased that the
price has collapsed because international
affairs have got to the stage where there
is not likely to be a war and it is not likely
that armies will have to be clothed and
provision made for blankets, ete., for them.
In my opinion wool prices have got where
they are today, not because wool is not
worth as much as it was last year, but
becsuse there is no war scare. If there
were a war scare, wool would jump 30d. a
pound overnight.

If our econcomy can stand that without
& war, in normal circumstances, why can-
not the economy stand it all the time for
the sake of posterity and the welfare of
humanity? My contention is that we are
told the credits are not available, but they
can be avallable on a war scare even with-
out a bullet being fired, Therefore if we
can fit our financial arrangements to meet
the price index for the wool commodity,
why should we not do so?

I realise this is something too deep for
the State Government, but that iIs at as
hieh a level as I can speak. I cannot
speak at a higher level and I cannot go
any higher than this for it to be recorded
in  Hansard. It is high time the
Commonwealth Government interested it-
self in this question. The finance has to
be found at some source and in its elim-
ination or use it travels through all spheres
of our political and industrial life, for the
welfare of the wool producer. The wool
industry is much more dominant than the
wheat industry.

A few years ago I fought strenuously
when & suggestion was made that
the wheat industry in Western Aus-
tralia should have its sowings restricted
by 20 per cent. That suggestion was put
forward on similar grounds to those which
I am mentioning now. Our wool should
be put on a plane similar to wheat. Even
if there be only a 20 per cent. reduciion
in the wheat sowings of Western Australia,
the resultant harvest could be down at
least £4,000,000, and that would be the
top £4,000,000 of spending power. That
is the amount of wealth which really puts
prosperity inte the economy. This is why
I sincerely trust the Commonwealth
Government will scon make a move to do
something for our great woel industry. I say
this because there is so much tied to it.
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Some people may say, “Look at the
cheques the woolgrowers get.” But there
is one thing not realised in this country
and that is that we, as regards our
economy, lose the Russians, insofar as we
imagine that we are all working for
ourselves in a free economy and if we
do exceptionally well, it is all right. But
there is one man we have to answer to
and that is the Pederal Commissioner of
Taxation who wishes us to furnish a re-
turn once a year, By the time he has
finished his inquiries into our affairs we
find we are pretty well restricted; and
that keeps us all more or Jess on an even
keel. So, without any police force to make
us do this or that, we are all happy—
perhaps to say “happy” {s an overstate-
ment—to subscribe to the system of fur-
nishing taxation returns. But it is not al-
together voluntary; we have to use a little
compulsion.

The Minister for Rallways: The worker
has to furnish his taxation return before
he gets anything back.

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: That {3 s0,
but I remind the Minister that those not
in the category of a worker—in that sense
—have to make arrangements for what is
known as provisional tax, and they have
to pay it in advance.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: What about
those workers who work much more than
40 hours a week?

The Hon. L. C. DIVER: Yes. It is
rather interesting when speaking on the
subject of workers to recall that one man
who is going through the insolvency court
has claimed that he made more money
as a worker than he did as a proprietor.
There are many different slants on the
matter.

Another question I wish to deal with also
concerns our economy. This morning, be-
fore I left home, a volce came over the
radio advising farmers how to adjust their
affairs. They were told that if the price
was down, the cure-all was to produce
more. I thought how strange it was to
tell the farmer to produce more when the
price was down. It sounded a young voice,
and I think it must have been, and it
must have been a young brain that pro-
duced the transcript. My mind goes back
to 1933 when Mr. Scullin said, “Grow more
wheat,” and we received in the vicinity
of 1s. 10d. a bushell for it, which was
not very satisfactory to the producers.

A few weeks ago I noticed in the Press
a paragraph stating that some big mining
companies came to the conclusion that
there was over-production of the metals
they were mining and so they decided to
close down or limit their production to
a given amount. To me that is common-
sense. I hope {he powers that be will get
busy with these broadcast scripts and see
that a bit of sense comes over the air, and
not nonsense.
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1 realise that I touched on matters with
a broad national approach in the latter
part of my speech, but in the early part
of it I brought forward questions that the
present Administration is competent to
deal with immediately; and before resum-
ing my seat I ask in all sincerity—especi-
ally in regard to water boring-—that these
matters be dealt with as urgent. I support
the motion,

On motion by the Hon. F. R. H. Lavery,
debate adjourned.

Housge adjourned at 5.13 p.m.
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